
APPENDIX
Descriptive Interpretation Scale Recommended by the International Contact Dermatitis Research Group, Visual Key, Instruction Sheet for
Patients, and Standard Patch Test Record Form

No. Grade Meaning/appearance Clinical relevance*

1 ! Negative reaction Excludes ACD. If ACD is still suspected, recheck technique or do ROAT.
2 R Irritant reaction Controls show similar response or there was an excited skin response.
3 " # or ? Doubtful reaction Negative test result. Repeat readings at 3, 4, and 7 days after patch

removed. If ACD still suspected, recheck technique or do ROAT.
4 1# Light erythema, nonvesicular Equivocal test result. Could either be negative or indicative of waning prior

sensitization. False-positive test result or excited skin syndrome must be
ruled out by test in control subject. Repeat steps in 3.

5 2# Edema, erythema, discrete vesicles Positive test result. Indicative of prior or current sensitization. Should
correlate with history and physical findings. False-positive test result or
excited skin syndrome must be ruled out by test in control subject

6 3# Coalescing vesiculobullous papules Strongly positive result. Same conditions in 5 apply.

Abbreviations: ACD, allergic contact dermatitis; ROAT, repeat open application test.
* Clinical relevance is based on the Joint Task Force’s appraisal of current literature
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